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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 November 2003 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 9 & 1 8 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
In proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. In claims 1 & 1 1 , 
the applicant describes the dynamic scanning unit moving in a direction normal to the 
longitudinal axis of the scan platfomn, whereas in claim 9 & 18, the applicant describes 
the dynamic scanning unit moving in parallel to the longitudinal axis of the scan 
platform. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
inven,tion was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6. 7, 8, 9. 10, 11. 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yada et al. (US Patent Publication 
2005/0099660), hereinafter referred to as Yada, in view of Artier et al. (US Patent 
4367947), hereinafter referred to as Arter. 

Yada discloses discloses a multi-function peripheral, comprising: 
a casing; a scanning module located on the top side of the casing having a scan 
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platform and a dynamic scanning unit for capturing image data; and a printing module 
located below the scan platform. Yada discloses figure 1 , depicting an enclosed, which 
reads on claimed casing, multi-function-peripheral 1. The multi-function-peripheral 
(mfp) of figure 1 contains a scanner section 10, which reads on claimed scanning 
module located on the top side of the casing; an original bed glass 12, which reads on 
claimed scan platform; reading carriage 16, which reads on claimed dynamic scanning 
unit for capturing image data, as disclosed in figures 1-3 and in paragraphs 171, 172, 
173, and 163. Yada discloses a printer section 30 that adopts the Inkjet method, which 
reads on claimed Inkjet printing module located below the scan platform; a writing 
carriage 36, which reads on claimed dynamic printing unit which drives at least one ink 
cartridge moving to perform printing operation; as disclosed in figures 1-3 and 
paragraphs 179 and 181. 

. However, Yada fails to disclose a scanning plate longitudinially oriented to an 
output tray and another method to move the scanning plate. However, the examiner 
maintains that it was well known in the art to provide a scanning plate longitudinally 
oriented to an output tray and another method to move the scanning.plate, as taught by 
Arter v. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Arter discloses a document feeder for moving bed 
machines such as copiers. In addition, Arter discloses a layout with the scanning tray 
longitudinally inline with scanning and printing output trays, as disclosed in figure 1, 
column 4, lines 1-2 and lines 66-68. It was well known in the art at the time of the 
present invention as evidenced by Yada to situate an Inkjet carriage laterally facing the 
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output of paper, as disclosed in Yada Figure 4, where 36 is the ink writing carriage and 
341 is the paper discharge tray, as disclosed in paragraph 165 and 181 . The lateral 
alignment of the writing carriage with respect to the paper discharge tray would read on 
claimed the ink cartridge have a moving path substantially normal to the longitudinal 
axis of the scan platform when combined with the previous disclosure by Arter. Yada 
discloses access of the ink cartridge by lifting the scanning plate as shown in Figure 4 
and Arter shows a method of moving the scanning plate longitudinally between figure 2 
and figure 3. These methods which may allow access to the inner cavity would allow 
access to the ink cartridge when it is at its distal end and would allow for the removal of 
the ink cartridge, which read on claimed the ink cartridge escaping the scan platform 
form under thereof when being moved to a distal end of the dynamic printing unit at a 
cartridge replacing position, as disclosed in the aforementioned figures and Yada 
paragraph 166. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the Invention was made to modify Yada by specifically providing a scanning plate 
longitudinally oriented to an output tray and another method to move the scanning plate, 
as taught by Arter, for the purpose of easier transitioning of scanning document. 

Regarding claim 2, Yada and Arter disclose evetything applied above for claim 1. . 
In addition, Yada and Arter disclose the multi-function peripheral of claim 1, wherein the 
casing has a paper conveying path which consists of a paper feeding path and a paper 
discharge path, the paper discharge path being substantially in parallel with the 
longitudinal axis of the scan platform. Yada discloses a paper supply tray 321 , which 
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reads on claimed paper feeding path; and paper discharge tray 341 , which reads on 
claimed paper discharge path; and the combination of paper supply tray 321, paper 
discharge tray 341 , and the paper flow constituted by these two trays reads on claimed 
paper conveying path, as disclosed in figure 1 and paragraph 165. The previous 
disclosure by Arter of a longitudinally oriented scanning plate inline with the output trays 
reads on claimed paper discharge path being substantially in parallel with the 
longitudinal axis of the scan platform. 

Regarding claim 4, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above in claim 
2. In addition, Yada discloses wherein the paper conveying path is formed in an L- 
shape. Yada discloses the flow of paper from the paper supply area 32, which flows in 
an L-type flow, which reads on claimed wherein the paper conveying path is formed in 
an L-shape, as disclosed in figure 6, figure 1 , and paragraph 181 . 

Regarding claim 6, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above in claim 
2. In addition, Yada discloses wherein the paper feeding path ranges from a paper 
feeding chute located on a backside of the caising to the Inkjet printing module and the 
paper discharge path ranges from the inkjet printing module to a paper exit chute 
located below the scan platform. Yada discloses the paper feeding chute 321 and the 
paper supply section 32, which reads on claimed paper feeding chute located on a 
backside of the casing; sending the paper through to a printing head 38, which reads on 
claimed inkjet printing module; and from there the paper is ejected by a discharge roller 
39. which send the paper out to the paper discharge section 34, which reads on claimed 
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paper exit chute below the scan platform, as disclosed at figure 1 , figure 6, paragraph 
181, and paragraph 185. 

Regarding claim 7, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 1 . In addition, Yada discloses wherein the casing has a cartridge lid located on 
one side of the cartridge replacing position, the cartridge lid is liftable to expose the 
position of the ink cartridge. Further, Yada discloses the scanner unit 10, which reads 
on claimed cartridge lid; hinged at the rear side, which reads on claimed located on one 
side of the cartridge; which can be lifted on one side to expose the inside of the printing 
section and allow for exchange of the ink cartridge, which reads on claimed cartridge lid 
is liftable to expose the position of the ink cartridge, as disclosed in figure 4 and 
paragraph 166. 

Regarding claim 8, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 7. In addition, Yada discloses wherein the cartridge lid has a control panel 
thereon. Further, Yada discloses a control panel section 70, which resides on scanner 
section 10, and which reads on claimed the cartridge lid has a control panel thereon, as 
disclosed at figure 2, figure 4, and paragraph 164. 

Regarding claim 9, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 1 . In addition, Yada discloses wherein the dynamic scanning unit has a scanning 
path substantially parallel with the longitudinal axis of the scan platform. Further, Yada 
discloses Figure 2 and Figure 4, which depict lateral movement of writing head 36, 
which reads on claimed dynamic scanning unit, as disclosed in paragraph 181; with 
respect to the longitudinal axis of bed glass 12, which reads on claimed scan platform. 
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Regarding claim 10, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 1 . In addition, Yada discloses wherein the moving path of the ink cartridge is 
greater than the width in the direction of the short axis of the scan platform. Yada 
discloses figures 2 and figure 4, which show both the short axis of the scan platform and 
the length of the moving path of the ink cartridge being greater than the short axis of the 
scan platform, which reads on claimed wherein the moving path of the ink cartridge is 
greater that the width in the direction of the short axis of the scan platform. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 . In 
addition, Yada discloses a paper supply tray 321, which reads on claimed paper feeding 
path; and paper discharge tray 341 . which reads on claimed paper discharge path; as 
disclosed in figure 1 and paragraph 165. 

Regarding claim 13, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 11. In addition, claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 4. 

Regarding claim 15, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 11. In addition, claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 6. 

Regarding claim 16, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 11, In addition, claim 16 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 7. 

Regarding claim 1 7, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 1 1 . In addition, claim 17 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 8. 

Regarding claim 18, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 1 1 , In addition, claim 18 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 9. 
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Regarding claim 19, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 11. In addition, claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 10. 
4. Claims 3, 5, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yada in view of Arter and further in view of Cooper et al. (US Patent 
5774141), hereinafter referred to as Cooper. 

Regarding claim 3, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 2. However, Yada and Arter fail to disclose the paper conveying path in a C- 
shape. However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide C- 
shape, as taught by Cooper. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Cooper discloses a carriage-mounted Inkjet aerosol 
reduction system. In addition, Cooper discloses a moving paper from feed tray 28 to, 
print zone 25 for printing along a gear shaft, which reads on claimed paper conveying 
path formed in a C-shape, as disclosed in figure 1 and column 3, lines 54-58. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Yada and Arter by specifically providing the 
paper conveying path in a C-shape, as taught by Cooper, for the purpose of a more 
compact design. 

Regarding claim 5, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 2. However, Yada and Arter fail to disclose wherein the paper feeding path . 
ranges from a paper feeding cartridge located below the scan platform to the Inkjet 
printing module, and the paper discharge path ranges from the Inkjet printing module to 
a paper exit chute located between the scan platform and the paper feeding cartridge. 
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However, the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide wherein 
the paper feeding path ranges from a paper feeding cartridge located below the scan 
platform to the inkjet printing module, and the paper discharge path ranges from the 
inkjet printing module to a paper exit chute located between the scan platform and the 
paper feeding cartridge, as taught by Cooper. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Cooper discloses a carriage-mounted inkjet aerosol 
reduction system. In addition, Cooper discloses paper going from the paper tray 28, 
which reads on claimed paper feeding cartridge located below the scan platform; to the 
print zone 25 and inkjet carriage 50, which read on claimed inkjet printing module and in 
totality from the beginning of the sentence, the paper feeding path, as disclosed in 
figure 1, column 4, lines 19-21, and column 3, lines 54-58. In addition, from the inkjet 
carriage 50, the paper goes to an output tray 38, which reads on claimed paper exit 
chute located between the scan platform and the paper feeding cartridge, and in totality 
from the beginning of the sentence, the paper discharge path; as disclosed in figure 1 
and column 3, lines 59-64. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Yada and Arter by specifically providing wherein 
the paper feeding path ranges from a paper feeding cartridge located below the scan 
platform to the inkjet printing module, and the paper discharge path ranges from the 
inkjet printing module to a paper exit chute located between the scan platform and the 
paper feeding cartridge, as taught by Cooper, for the purpose of a more compact 
design. 
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Regarding claim 12, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 11 . In addition, claim 12 Is rejected for the same reasons as claim 3. 

Regarding claim 14, Yada and Arter disclose everything as applied above for 
claim 11. In addition, claim 14 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 5. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William C. Storey whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3576, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (Altemate Fridays 
off) 7:30-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey F. Harold can be reached on 571-272-7519. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Informatidn regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infor mation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov.. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information ' 
system, ca!i 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 




William C Storey 
Examiner 
Art Unit 41 15 



wcs 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



